
Highlights for April 2020 

Rippling Woods Elementary School 

 

Dear Families of Rippling Woods Elementary School, 

We will soon begin our 4th week of Virtural Learning with the hope that our new norm will be 

smooth in transition.  Every child in our school is now part of a Google Classroom.  Students 

are expected to check in daily to their Google Classroom for assignments and messages from 

their teachers.  Many teachers are asking students a “morning question” like they would have 

done during our Community Circles.  This is a great time to connect the kids since we know 

they are missing their friends.  Starting April 14th, certain assignments on the Google 

Classrooms will be graded.  Students will be told in advance which assignments will receive a 

grade. Students will receive at least one grade in each of the following areas: Reading, Math, 

Science and Social Studies.  Cultural Arts will be collecting grades as well, although not 

weekly.  If you are still unable to connect to the Google Classrooms, please reach out to your 

child’s teacher.   

Google Classrooms will not be “face to face” teaching.  Teachers may request that students 

join them on a Google Meet, but there will not be any live “face to face” teaching.  Instead, to 

support you, our families, teachers will place recorded videos on the classroom site for 

students to view.  For example, they may video tape themselves reading a story, modeling a 

math problem, doing a science experiment, etc.  We fully understand the challenges you are 

facing with technology devices (having your children share) and your time.  As a mom of a 5th 

grader, and Mr. Auld, a dad of a 3rd grade & Kindergartner, we know the challenges involved 

with working from home and supporting our own children with their school expectations.   

Google Documents are amazing if you haven’t had the opportunity to work with them in the 

past.  If a teacher asks students to respond to a writing prompt, teachers can actually see 

from home as they are writing.  Students don’t have to save (they can submit to confirm they 

are completely finished), as they are working,  and can literally come back to a writing 

assignment and already see that their teacher has edited their response along with questions 

asked from the teacher.   

Nothing will replace the classrooms we had on March 13th.  Nothing will ever replace the 

“good morning smiles” or the “good-bye- see you tomorrow hugs”.  We deeply miss our kids 

and we miss our families.  However, until the time we come together, we are doing our very 

best to stay connected and to keep our kiddos focused on learning.  I encourage all parents to 

visit the aacps.org website and the e-learning link (https://www.aacps.org/elearning).  There are 

mutliple questions answered on this link for our families.  As I’ve shared already, there are 

many questions that we cannot answer, but we are doing better everyday.   

https://www.aacps.org/elearning


All staff continues to work Monday – Friday (except during the Spring Break period of April 9 

– 13th) from 8:00 a.m. – 4:00.  Teachers have “Office Hours” where they will dedicate time to 

responding to emails, possibly contacting parents through Google Meet or through Google 

Voice or for even touching-base with a group of students.  You may continue to email staff 

during the entire time our school is shut down.  Just remember, if you email over the 

weekend, teachers will respond on Monday. 

I do have a bright light…our yearbooks are on schedule.  Typically schools are putting the final 

edits on yearbooks in March, so this shutdown has not affected our 2019-2020 yearbook.  

Parents can still order through our online process.  Miss Johnson (4th grade) and Miss Johns 

are overseeing this task while at home.  If you would like to order, please see the following as 

there is a deadline. 

Yearbooks are $20 Due 4/21 
Online School Payments 
 

If you still want to include a 5th grade dedication, they are due no later than 4/12. Parents 
must e-mail students name, photo and a short message to  Ms. Johns 
at Mjohns1@aacps.org.  Parents, there was actually a $5.00 cost for this, but it’s currently not 
on our payment schedule.  Not to worry.  We know when the yearbook is picked up you will 
cover the cost at that time.  Truly not a worry at this time.  
 
Although a date of return has been announced, please remember this is tentative and most 
likely will be adjusted.  Until then, please take of yourself and our kids. Take the time each 
day to stay abreast of schoolwork (try not to let a day slide by) and reach out to us for 
anything you might need or any question you might have.  There are 87 staff members that 
work at Rippling Woods Elementary – and we are all here for you. 
 
We miss you dearly and cannot wait to see you all again.  As always, if you need our 
assistance, please feel free to contact us by email at tlscott@aacps.org for Mrs. Scott or 
bauld@aacps.org for Mr. Auld. 
 

Thank you & Please stay healthy, 

 Mrs. Scott & Mr. Auld     
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